
      Resource Reviews 

 

Books 
 International Bank of Bob: Connecting Our Worlds One 
Kiva Loan at a Time, Bob Harris 
Summary: This memoir chronicles the quest of Bob Harris as he 
follows his Kiva loans to their destinations around the globe. Bob 
describes his journey leading up to committing nearly a year’s salary 
to microfinance, and how he feels about this process now, years 
into his (continuing) journey. International Bank of Bob is a thought-
provoking read that maintains a light-hearted, comical voice.   
Appropriate for: high school, college students, educators. 

 

Banker to the Poor, Muhammad Yunus 
Summary: This memoir of the Nobel Peace Prize-Winning founder of 
the Grameen Bank reads like a novel, and it’s a great introduction 
to microfinance for a newcomer. Yunus describes how his life 
evolved from one as an economics professor in his native 
Bangladesh, to committing his life to the plight of the rural poor.   
Appropriate for: high schoolers, college students, educators. 
 
 

 
Half The Sky, Nicholas Kristof & Sheryl WuDunn 
Summary: Half the Sky serves as a call to arms against female 
oppression.  Kristof and WuDunn profile women in Africa and Asia 
who face intense obstacles to escaping poverty and finding 
empowerment.  This is a great resource to expose someone to the 
interconnectedness of poverty, women’s rights and microfinance.   
Check out these book club discussion guides: 
http://goo.gl/WyyFoK, http://goo.gl/FFHiCC. Appropriate for: 

college students, educators.   
 



Out of Poverty, Paul Polak 
Summary: Polak challenges traditional top-down poverty alleviation 
methods and proposes a different set of tools that are already 
proving to be effective at lifting millions out of poverty. Appropriate 
for: high schoolers, college students, educators. 
 
 
 
 

 

The Blue Sweater, Jacqueline Novogratz 
Summary: Novogratz describes her personal journey from the world 
of international banking to understanding and combating poverty.  
The title, The Blue Sweater, comes from a moment Novogratz 
describes as the beginning of her journey; when she sees a young 
boy in Rwanda wearing a sweater she once owned and had donated 
to Goodwill years before. Check out Novogratz’ TEDTalk 
(http://goo.gl/As1gE). 
 

 
 

Portfolios of the Poor, Daryl Collins, et al 
Summary: This book tracks the lives of several families and 
individuals living in poverty, for the duration of a year. The goal of 
the book is to provide some insight into what causes poverty and 
how those living in it find ways to survive.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Last Hunger Season, Roger Thurow 
Summary:  This chronicle follows the lives of four African women 
over an extended period of time as they pursue entrepreneurship 
for the first time.  Taking the less-travelled and challenging path, the 



women work with One Acre Fund to try and escape the chronic “hunger season” they 
annually face. 

 

A Billion Bootstraps, Smith & Thurman 
Summary:  A Billion Bootstraps takes a look at the microcredit 
boom and how its approach compares to a more traditional charity 
approach to poverty alleviation.  The book also describes how 
lenders can maximize their impact by thinking like an investor. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

White Man’s Burden, William Easterly 
Summary: In a controversial follow-up to his first book, The Elusive 
Quest for Growth, Easterly explores an alternative reality behind 
charitable giving.  The author criticizes the traditional, patronizing 
style of the West, and explores approaches. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

End of Poverty, Jeffrey D. Sachs 
Summary: Economist Jeffrey Sachs explores the degrees of 
posterity in the world today and provides some positive and 
realistic actions directives for fighting poverty.  This book is an 
inspiring and empowering one, in a genre that is often 
overwhelming. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries are Failing 
and What Can be Done About it, Paul Collier 
Summary: Here, we have an in-between of sorts between Sachs’ 
optimistic call-to-action and Easterly’s harsh critique. It is an 
exploration of what can be done to alleviate poverty that 
recognizes the current approach is not working. 
 
 

 

One Hen, Katie Smith Milway 
Summary: A lovely first introduction to microfinance for all ages.  
One Hen tells the story of a loan and the difference it makes in a 
young boy’s life.  The interactive website is full of tools and 
curriculum for parents, kids and educators. Appropriate for: All Ages. 
 
 
 

Rickshaw Girl, Mitali Perkins 
Summary: This story describes the challenges of one young and 
talented girl in Bangladesh. It is appropriate for youth, and looks at 
different cultural themes. Rickshaw Girl is thought-provoking and 
filled with lessons for younger audiences. Appropriate for: 3rd grade 
and up. 
 

 

Videos, Documentaries, & Films 
 

Bonsai People 
Summary: This film chronicles the founding of a new branch of the 
Grameen Bank in Bangladesh. The director and narrator, Holly 
Mosher, follows the loans from start through a few repayment 
cycles, with mixed results. Mosher also explores the results of some 
loans several years into their use. The film features commentary and 



history on Grameen from Dr. Muhammad Yunus. Appropriate for: educators, college 
students, 6-12 grade (subtitled in many parts). 

 

Half the Sky 
This film brings the efforts of Kristof and WuDunn to the screen.  
First broadcast on PBS, this documentary looks at the work of 
the organization Half The Sky, which is working to empower 
disenfranchised women around the globe. Half the Sky also 
provides a ton of resources on their site that are available for 
you.  Explore them http://goo.gl/IwzMUI! 
 

 
To Catch a Dollar 
This film looks at the first attempt to bring the efforts of the 
Grameen Bank to the United States. Grameen America started in 
Queens, NY in 2007, and this film looks at the lives of some of 
the women from the first group of borrowers, as they learn what 
it means to have financial capital for the first time, and how their 
lives change in the process.  
 
 

 
Miss Representation 
This thought-provoking film looks at the portrayal of women by 
mainstream media. The documentary explores beyond the 
depiction by Hollywood, into how it shapes powerful females.  
The cast features a large number of women in the media today. 
Because microfinance has roots in female empowerment, this 
film shines light on how the system of economic 
disenfranchisement came to be so prevalent.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



The Story of Stuff 
This is a medium-length, informative look at consumer 
culture.  Available on YouTube, this film looks at how 
consumption manifests itself as a burden on the 
world’s poorest individuals and our natural 
environment. This is an excellent teaching tool with 

lots of obvious opportunities to tie subject matter into classroom curriculum. 
 

Intercontinental Ballistic Microfinance Video: http://vimeo.com/28413747  
Short, and compelling visualization of Kiva’s effect.  This is a great presentation tool for 
a group’s first introduction to Kiva and microfinance.  It also couples well with Kiva’s 
“Happening Now” page, which is currently in Beta. 
 

Kiva- Happening Now: http://www.kiva.org/live 
 

KivaTube  
Kiva’s YouTube page has lots of videos to browse through, so you can find the one 
that best meets the needs of your classroom/event: http://goo.gl/CS0WXy.  
 

Articles: 
 

A GPS For Social Impact, Michael McCreless & Brian Trelstad 
Summary: This article is a short look into how we may measure social impact in a more 
mindful (if sometimes less empirical) manner. Some of this material might be helpful to 
chapters wondering how to prioritize their projects and maximize effectiveness.  It is 
brief enough that it could be read or discussed in a short meeting.  Please note, this 
material is not directly related to Kiva or microfinance.   
 

Websites: 
 

• http://www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/ 
• http://globaldimension.org.uk/resources/search/?top=25 
• http://www.uniteforsight.org/social-entrepreneurship-course/ (Awesome 

curriculum tools!) 
 

 


